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Dear friends 

I am taking this opportunity to bring you up to date with life at St. Mary Magdalene’s. As I write this, we 

have in Scotland just been reminded that the COVID 19 virus is still active and present within the 

population. The tightening of restrictions announced on Thursday is a sharp warning to us all to continue 

to comply with the guidance and instructions set out by the Scottish Government and the General Synod 

Office of the SEC.  While I cannot comment on what people do outside of church, I can say that, by and 

large, those who have gathered for worship have followed the guidance given.  Sometimes we forget, but 

that is inevitable. On those occasions we should gently remind one another.  As I have often said, by 

following the rules on social distancing, facemasks etc. we are showing our love and concern for one 

another.  I pray that we will all continue to do so as we gather week by week to worship God. 

On a more positive and hopeful note, I am delighted to say that from the beginning of October we shall be 

welcoming the Rev. Roxanne Campbell as our new Assistant Curate.  Roxanne is to be Ordained to the 

Priesthood by Bishop Andrew on Saturday 26th September at 2pm.  The service is taking place at St. 

Ninian’s Church, where Roxanne has served both on placement as an Ordinand and during her Diaconal 

year.  The service will take place under Phase 3 Lockdown conditions meaning that the numbers attending 

will be severely limited.  I am delighted to say that I will be in attendance.  It is intended that the service 

will be on a live-stream or Webcast to allow wider participation in what will be a very significant day in 

Roxanne’s ministry. I ask you to remember Roxanne in your prayers as she prepares for her Ordination. 

Please also hold in your prayers Gary Clink who will be Ordained Deacon in our Cathedral on the 27th 

September. 

Curacies are times of learning, challenge and growth.  I still remember my own Curacy at St. Margaret’s 

Church, Newlands, Glasgow as being a time which had a profound influence on the shape of my future 

ministry.  What I recall most was the hospitality offered to my family and myself by the congregation.  

Hospitality in the sense of a welcoming, nurturing space into which I was encouraged to grow and develop 

as a priest.  There were times when I got things wrong, numerous challenges which stretched me beyond 

what I thought was possible. Curacies are times in which your gifts and talents are laid bare for all to see.  

Your strengths and weakness are revealed.  I received encouragement, gentle guidance and positive 

creative criticism when it was needed.  Most importantly, though, I was made to feel that it was okay to 

experiment, to push the boundaries, challenge the norms of the congregation, and, most important of all, 

to get it wrong on occasions.  Curates are not to be viewed as just ‘another pair of hands’ to help share the 

workload.  Curacies are, as I said above, to be times of learning, challenge and growth. As Roxanne comes 

among us, I know that you will all afford her that same hospitality that I experienced in my Curacy and 

which I have experienced during my short time with you as your Rector. 

Having spoken of arrivals, I must now speak of departures.  After many years of faithful service and 

ministry at St. Mary Magdalene’s, Bob Hamilton has decided to transfer his church membership to St. 

John’s Forfar.  The geographical distance from Bob’s home in Kirriemuir to St. Mary Magdalene’s is the 

primary reason for this change. Bob has served as a Eucharistic Assistant, Vestry Member and People’s 

Warden. I am sure that you will join with me in wishing him every blessing and success in this new phase of 

his life and service to the church. 
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The past few weeks have also seen the deaths of three members of our church family.  They were: 

Gladys Conlan whose funeral service took place on Friday 28 August at St. Mary Magdalene’s, 

Flora Young whose funeral service will take place this coming Tuesday 15th September at 1.30 pm at 

Dundee Crematorium 

Margaret Bishop whose funeral service will take place on Monday 21 September in St. Mary Magdalene’s 

(time TBC)  

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, 

And may light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Please continue to remember in your prayers those who loved them most and who mourn their passing 

most keenly.  May they find comfort, hope and strength in their time of grief. 

As Christians we are called to be people of faith, hope and love. We are the Easter People and Alleluia is 

our song.  Whatever the circumstances we find ourselves in, both personally and as a church community, 

we are called to live the Resurrected Life of the Kingdom in the here and now.  That is why we continue to 

gather for worship, to offer our prayers and to receive Communion, be strengthened for the future, and go 

into the world with God’s Blessing resounding in hearts and minds.  As we continue to face this uncertain 

future let us do so with faith in the God who walks with us and who will never leave us.  The trials and 

sufferings of this present age are nothing compared to the glory that awaits us all.  All things must pass.  

These times will also pass.  Remember ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall 

be well.’  (Mother Julian of Norwich) 

 

Every Blessing to you all 

 

Rev Canon Kenneth Gibson 

11 September 2020 


